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 UNECE/ESCAP Task Force on eCITES-EPIX Pilots  

 Thursday, 14th of May 2020, WebEx session (9:02-10:20 CEST) 

Minutes of the Meeting: 
List of participants in the annexes 
                  
Item Discussion Action/Decision 
1  Welcome and approval of the agenda àApproved  
2 Tour de table (all): 

 
• Thailand reported that it is contacting the ministry of Fisheries.  

 
• ESCAP, Sri Lanka and Singapore reported no major events and decisions since last 

meeting and are looking forward for cooperation.  
 

• The European Commission participates as an observer in this Task Force and is 
looks forward to learning from experiences patricians which will contribute to the 
development of the future EU eCITES Hub.  

 
• Switzerland continues to further develop its new eCITES system. The system is 

developed in an Agile approach as a sequence of several development and 
verification cycles (Sprints). Switzerland expects that the new system can be 
available for EPIX Sprints in end May or beginning of June.  

 
• UNECE is working on a technical specification for EPIX exchanges, focussing on 

the Orchestration (description of the Web Service calls and the integration into 
permit processes of the MA). This documentation is based on the based on the EPIX 
specification used in the pilots lead by Switzerland. Since smaller changes have 
been made in the Swiss specification, there is a need to integrate them before 
sending it out. This paper would be made available as a joint UNECE and CITES 
paper and would be reviewed by the CITES WG on electronic systems and the 
UN/CEFACT Expert Group. The paper will be presented to this group when a first 
consolidated draft is available.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Letter of Intent (Switzerland):  
 

• The Letter of Intent has been drafted by Switzerland and shared with Sri Lanka for 
approval. This is a model of bilateral agreements.  

àDraft of the Letter of Intent to be shared to the 
Working Group for information and comments. 
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• Sri Lanka has reviewed this draft and does not see obstacles in signing the letter.  

4  Presentation of the Sri Lanka eCITES EPIX component (Sri Lanka):  
 

• Sri Lanka developed the EPIX component of the eCITES BaseSolution using 
CITES electronic permitting toolkit Version 2.0 published by CITES secretariat and 
EPIXConnect published by UNEP WCMC. 
 

• EPIX system checks eCITES permit always from the eCITES database and 
presented real-time through EPIX. 

 
• When a foreign authority reports the quantity they have received, Sri Lanka 

automatically updates the quantity on the database of the eCITES system (data is 
stored along with original approved quantities and actual quantities submitted by 
Customs). 

 
• Sri Lanka eCITES system has an online platform with a dashboard, where 

information on permits can be read at any time by officers.  
 

• His dashboard shows both final and non-final permits. 
 

UNCTAD presentation:   
 

• Jose Luis Giraldo provided a presentation but was not able to attend the meeting. 
The presentation will be circulated with the minutes of the meeting and be given at 
a later time. 
 

QA: 
 
Switzerland: 
 

• Switzerland will internally share the presentation with its developers and could 
benefit from testing the software.  
 

• Q: Can Sri Lanka provide an early EPIX staging platform? Sri Lanka answered 
positively.  
 

 
 
 

àSri Lanka’s Presentation to be shared by UNECE 
secretariat alongside with the minutes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
àSwitzerland will call in a meeting with Sri Lanka and 
UNECE once it is ready to start the first EPIX Sprint 
phase. Sri Lanka will prepare a staging system that can 
be used by Switzerland for this Sprint. 
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EU Commission:  
 

• Q: Are all the requirements ready? Sri Lanka answered that it still needs to address 
some issues, such as security issues before the software is complete. 

 
Singapore:  
 

• Q: How are actual quantities registered and how do they work? Sri Lanka answered 
that the quantities are always mentioned in the EPIX and that the receiving country 
(importation country), has to report to the exporting country the quantity it receives. 
If a shipment is lost or there is a problem with the permit, we need to decide how 
we implement electronic message exchanges and reporting in a consistent manner. 
 

• Q: How do we deal with the whole document that lists all possible cases where 
something in the transmission needs attention and where mistakes happen, and how 
parties or EPIX could deal with it? What are the possible scenarios where permits 
could be revoked, stolen, misplaced, replaced etc…, which should be addressed in 
EPIX in accordance to Res Conf 12.3? Does Sri Lanka allow the permit to be 
amended? Sri Lanka answered that they do not allow permit to be amended but it 
needs to be cancelled.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

OAB & Next meeting:  
 

• UNCTAD mentioned the possible solutions for making permits available to other 
MAs using email, Web Service or QR code.  At present the WebService calls are 
pull services only (receiving MA requests permit form issuing MA).  The group 
discussed that push services might be needed at one moment but this requires a 
deeper discussion.  
 

• EPIX should also be able to deal with a permit that is suspended, stolen, or when it 
is revoked. The orchestration of message exchanges for “unhappy” workflows is 
still to be developed and tested.   

 
• UNECE noted that the discussion in this group could be of high interest for other 

UNECE member countries that are currently looking into eCITES development and 
suggests allowing participating of these countries in the Task Force.  No objection 
has been made. 
 

The next meeting is set for Thursday 18th June, 9:00 CEST. UNECE will send a WebEx 
invite. 
 

àNext meeting will be on Thursday: 18th of June 
2020 at 9am CEST. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
à Other EU countries will join this Task Force. 
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Annex1. List of Participants: 17 Participants 
 
 
Excused:  
 
Haruko Okusu, CITES Secretariat, haruko.okusu@cites.org 
Jose Luis Ardila Giraldo, UNCTAD, Jose.Luis.Ardila.Giraldo@unctad.org  
 
 
UNECE  
 
Maria Rosaria Ceccarelli, maria.ceccarelli@un.org 
Markus Pikart, markus.pikart@un.org  
Charles Alexandre Frei, charles.frei@un.org 
 
 
ESCAP  
 
Sangwon Lim, ESCAP Secretariat, lim6@un.org 

 
 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
 
Endre Nagy DG Environment, European Commission, endre.nagy@ext.ec.europa.eu 
Jean Willain, DG Environment, European Commission, jean.willain@ext.ec.europa.eu 
Renato Silva, DG Environment, European Commission, renato.silva@ext.ec.europa.eu 
 
 
SINGAPORE 

 
Janice Yap, CITES MA of Singapore, National Parks Board (NParks), janice_yap@nparks.gov.sg  
Mei Feng Yue, CITES MA of Singapore, National Parks Board (NParks), yue_mei_feng@nparks.gov.sg 
Xie Renhui, CITES MA of Singapore, National Parks Board (NParks), xie_renhui@nparks.gov.sg 
 
 
THAILAND 

 
Duangduen Sripotar, CITES MA for Flora of Thailand, duangduen_sripotar@yahoo.com 
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UNCTAD 
 
Constantin Ciuta, ASYCUDA, constantin.ciuta@un.org 
Marianne Dumont, ASYCUDA,  marianne.dumont@unctad.org 
Renaud Massenet, ASYCUDA, renaud.massenet@un.org 
 
 
SRI LANKA 
 
Ranjan Marashinge, Sri Lanka, ranjandwc@gmail.com 
 
 
SWITZERLAND 

 
Mathias Loertscher, Head of CITES MA Switzerland, matthias.loertscher@blv.admin.ch 
Stefan Ursenbacher, Research assistant at the Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office (FSVO), stefan.ursenbacher@blv.admin.ch 
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Annex2. Agenda Items (CEST) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:05-9:10 1- Welcome and adoption of the agenda 
9:10-9:15 2- Tour de table (all) 
9:15-9:30 3- Letter of Intent (Switzerland) 
9:30-10:00 4- Presentation of the Sri Lanka eCITES EPIX component (Sri Lanka & UNCTAD) 30 min + 15 min 
10:00-10:20 5- OAB & next meeting 
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